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legal or not.    In this respect, the following four rul^s are
laid down in the Rabbinical Law : (l)
1.	Wherever a marriage is valid and entered into without viola-
tion of any law, the child follows the status of the father. (2)
For instance, it is, in general, lawful for a EoJien (that
is, a descendant of the ancient priestly families, who for-
merly had certain religious prerogatives and duties) to
intermarry with common Israelites. Hence the offspring
of a KoJien is regarded a Kohen, though the mother be a
common Israelite, while the offspring of a common Israel-
itish father is regarded as a common Israelite, though the
mother be a descendant of a KoJien.
2.	Wherever a marriage is not void, though entered into in vio-
lation of a prohibitory law, the child follows the inferior status of
either of the parents. (3)
For instance, a mamzer, that is, one born in an incest-
tious or adulterous connection, and an Israelite, shall not
intermarry. (4) Still, their marriage, if entered into, is
not void, though voidable. Hence the offspring of such
& marriage is regarded as a mamzer in either case,
whether the father or the mother had that character.
3.	Where the another was incapable of contracting a valid mar-
riage with her child's father, but capable of being married to others,
that child is to be considered a mamzer.
This rule applies exclusively to the offspring of either
 (1)	Mishna Kiddushin III. 12; Eben Ha-Ezer VIII. 1-5.
 (2)	Similar to this rule is the maxim of the Civil Law:   Cum legit i-
mae nuptiae factae sunt, patrem liberi sequuntur,—" A child born under
a legitimate marriage follows the (social) condition of the father."
 (3)	Also this rule has an analogy in the Boman Law regarding the
civil rights of the offspring of a matrimonium non justum.   See TJlpian.
in fragrn. V. 18: Lex Mensia ex alterutro peregrino natum deterioris pa-
rentis conditioners sequi jubet,
 (4)	See above, p. 43.

